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into the Arian system'. ' I will not say he was wicked, (said Dr. Johnson;) he might be mistaken.' M'LEAN. 'He was wicked, to shut his eyes against the Scriptures; and worthy men in England have since confuted him to all intents and purposes.' JOHNSON. ' I know not ivfw has confuted him to all intents and purposes' Here again there was a double talking, each continuing to maintain his own argument, without hearing exactly what the other said.
I regretted that Dr. Johnson did not practice the art of accommodating' himself to different sorts of people. Had he been softer with this venerable old man, we might have had more conversation; but his forcible spirit, and impetuosity of manner, may be said to spare neither sex nor age. I have seen even Mrs. Thrale stunned; but I have often maintained, that it is better he should retain his own manner3. Pliability of address I conceive to be inconsistent with that majestick power of mind which he possesses, and which produces such noble effects. A.lofty oak will not bend like a supple willow.
He told me afterwards, he liked firmness in an old man, and was pleased to see Mr. M'Lean so orthodox. 'At his age, it is too late for a man to be asking himself questions as to his belief3.'
We rode to the northern part of the island, where we saw
1 See ante, iii.zSi.
3 See ante, iv. 340, where Boswcll asked Johnson ' if he would not have done more good if he had been more gentle.' JOHNSON. 'No, Sir; I have done more good as I am. Obscenity and impiety have always been repressed in ray company.'
3 ' Mr. Maclean has the reputation of great learning: he is seventy-seven years old, but not infirm, with a look of venerable dignity, excelling what I remember in any other man. His conversation was not unsuitable to his appearance, I lost some of his good will by treating a heretical writer with more regard than in his opinion a heretick could deserve. I honoured his orthodoxy, and did not much censure his asperity, A man who has settled his opinions does not love to have the tranquillity of his conviction disturbed ; and at seventy-seven it is time to be in earnest.' Johnson's Works, ix. nS.
theisciple en physique, et pour Ic moins son egal en metaphysique, cntrcr pour lui clans la lice.   La dispute roula sur prcsquc toutcs Ics iducs mutaphysique-j de Newton, et c'est pcut-etrc le plus beau monument quo nous ayons dcs combats Httcraircs.'   Voltaire's Works, ed, 1819, xxviii. 44.
